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Recommended Combined Aggregate Gradation
For High Quality Lightweight Concrete Masonry Units*

Proper aggregate gradation is an essential ingredient in producing high quality concrete masonry units. The
aggregate gradation range shown optimizes the particle size distribution which in turn optimizes the quality of the
lightweight CMU in the following ways: (1) Compactability and high strengths are obtained without excessive
amounts of cementitious materials. (2) Shrinkage is reduced by maximizing aggregate contact. (3) Water
absorption and penetration are reduced because of higher strengths, tighter textures and fewer interstitial voids.
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*Aggregates Conforming To ASTM C 331 or C 33 (whichever is applicable)
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